
 
 

 

Writing Tips 
 

Not all of us are lucky enough to be born talented writers.  That’s fine.  Writing is a skill that can be 

learned by anyone.  The UNYT Writing Center has offered these writing tips and tools to help you on 

your journey in participating in this year’s Student Congress.   

 

Essay Writing Strategies 
 

Harvard has some great tutorials to help you in your writing. You can read all about how to decide on 

a topic, create an outline, begin writing your paper, and other steps.   

 

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/strategies-essay-writing 

 

Yale also has some great resources: 

https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/undergraduates/writing-handouts-and-model-papers/writing-
handouts  
 

Research Papers and the APA Format 
 

UNYT adheres to the APA format of writing research papers.  If you have no idea how to write the 

abstract in particular or how to conduct secondary research or cite your sources properly, start here.  

The APA has some great information for you to learn about research papers, sources, and citations.   

Webinars: https://apastyle.apa.org/instructional-aids/tutorials-webinars 

Instructional Guides: https://apastyle.apa.org/instructional-aids/handouts-guides 

 

Purdue Owl’s Guide: 
Maybe you have an idea of how cite sources, but you are not sure of how to cite this one particular 

source you have.  Purdue Owl has the entire APA guide.  It is easily searchable and can guide you on 

how to write the reference page as well as in-text citations.  

https://apastyle.apa.org/instructional-aids/handouts-guides 
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Knight Cite: 
If you know you should cite your source and you have read about what to do, but still are not sure, 

you can use this site to create the citation for you.  Just input the source data and the software will 

create the proper citation. Be sure to click on "APA". 

https://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/index.php 

 

How do you know if a source is a “Good Source”? 
 

To know the quality of your source, go back to the basics of the writing process.  In the Writing Process, 

writers go through 5 basic stages:  

1. Pre-Writing 

2. Drafting 

3. Revising 

4. Editing 

5. Publishing 

Each source also goes through these stages. To check the reliability of the source, ask yourself these 

two basic questions. : 

 

1) What is the research process the author underwent to create this piece of writing? 

 

2) What is the review and editing process the author underwent to create this piece of writing?  

 

If you consider these two aspects, you will discover how reliable certain information is. The rule of 

thumb is: the more robust the research, review, and editing processes, the more reliable a source is. 

Some sources such as social media posts and blogs have very little research and review processes. 

Other sources like textbooks and academic journal articles have rigorous and extensive research and 

review processes. Identifying the levels of these processes will place them accordingly on the reliability 

scale. Keep this in mind as you research topics. 

 

Use Grammarly. 
 

This free software can help you fix your writing mistakes. Grammarly can also suggest better ways of 

expressing your ideas. When you upload your document or copy and paste the text, Grammarly will 

ask you for the rhetorical situation. This is a great exercise for you to consider the parameters of your 

piece. Consider who are you writing for and for what purpose.  In general, your piece of writing for 

the Student Congress should be informative and formal. Your audience is either knowledgeable or a 

general audience.  

 

https://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/index.php


 
 

Save your document and save it often.  
You can save your documents using Google Drive or OneDrive. You can save all kinds of files. It is 

accessible online from anywhere. There is a storage limit, however. 

 

If after you have gone through all of these materials and you find that you still need help, reach out to 

us.  We want to see you succeed at this year’s Student Congress! Email us at isc@unyt.edu.al  
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